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Path to Citizenship 
Married in Germany  

Legally immigrated to U.S via 
New York and Galveston; 
applied for citizenship but did 
not complete 5 years of annual 
filings. 



Path to Citizenship 
Hans gained ownership interest in 
newspaper – The Taylor Herold – and 
began saving to apply for citizenship 
again. 

Hans and Frieda completed 
requirements to become naturalized 
citizens of the United States. 



December 

1941 
War declared. 



U.S. House Un-
American Activities 

Commission 
The HUAC, chaired by Texas 
Rep. Martin Dies, ramped up its 
efforts to expose secret Nazis 
as tensions increased during 
World War II. 



U.S. House Un-
American 
Activities 

Commission 
Hans and Frieda were 
subpoenaed by the HUAC and 
testified in Austin, Texas on 
July 9, 1940. 



Denaturalized and Detained 
Hans and Frieda’s citizenship was revoked by court 
order in U.S. v. Ackermann, 53 F.Supp. 611 (1943). 

Without citizenship, 
they were immediately 
detained by the FBI as 
enemy aliens under 
order of the U.S. 
Attorney General. 



Old Law, New Enemies 
The Ackermanns and other 
internees were detained 
under authority found in 
the Alien Enemies Act of 
1798, which was signed 
into law by President John 
Adams. 



Old Law, New Enemies 
President Roosevelt issued 
Proclamations 2525 and 2526 
to give the U.S. Attorney 
General authority to label and 
detain individuals of Japanese 
and German descent “enemy 
aliens” after Pearl Harbor. 



To Crystal City 
Once detained, the 

Ackermanns were sent to the 

internment camp at Crystal 

City without a hearing. 



Due Process Challenge 
After 2 years in the camp, Hans and Frieda filed for a 
writ of habeas corpus against Joseph O’Rourke, the 
officer in charge of the interment camp at Crystal City. 
It was granted, but then dismissed after a hearing.  

With their appeal denied by the 
5th Circuit, they petitioned for 
cert., but the U.S. Supreme 
Court denied it. 



Denaturalization Challenge 
While appealing their internment, Hans and 
Frieda also challenged their denaturalization.  

Again they appealed 
to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. This time cert. 
was granted. 



The “Ackermann Rule” 
The Court denied the Ackermanns’ appeal 
because they did not file it quickly enough.  

The Court found their internment and the 
likely loss of their home to pay for the 
appeal did not constitute “excusable 
neglect” that could justify the delay. 



The “Ackermann Rule” 
The high standard imposed on the Ackermanns under 
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 60(b) for “excusable 
neglect” justifying relief from final judgment became 
known as the “Ackermann Rule” and is still used today.  

See Scott Dodson, “In Practice: Professor Dodson on 
Restricting the Ackermann Rule,” The Recorder (Nov. 9, 
2012). 



In the end… 
The Ackermanns were not 
deported or repatriated 
and lived in the Texas Hill 
Country until their deaths 
in 1965(Hans) and 
1981(Frieda). 



Further Reading 

For more on Hans and Frieda Ackermann, 
visit the Harris County Law Library’s exhibit 

in the lobby and online at  

www.harriscountylawlibrary.org/crystalcity 


